Popular Tale : Vetala pancfiavimsati
sources of the plots for many poets and  dramatists who wrote in later ages,
Vetala panchavimsati
Two different versions of another collection of popular tales, called the Vetulapanchavimsati$ have been composed by Jambhaladatta and Sivadasa. It is also derived from Kashmirian sources and consists of a Collection of 25 tales supposed to have been narrated by a vampire to King Vikrama of mythical fame. Each story ends with a problem for the king to solve. King Vikrama goes to a cemetery to fetch from there a corpse hanging from a tree for the magic rite of an ascetic. A vampire which has taken possession of the dead body narrates a tale to the king as he is carrying his load and puts a question in the end. The moment the king answers, the corpse gets back to its original place in the tree, thus rendering the king's labours quite futile, The process is repeated for several days, each day a new story being told and a new question answered. Finally the king succeeds in his attempt when he carries his loathsome burden silently without an attempt to answer the question. The ascetic offers the dead body as an oblation into the fire and, on attaining his expected success, departs with a semi-divine form, conferring on the king great boons. The numerous variations of the text prove the popularity of the book. The version of Sivadasa, in prose and verse seems to represent the original form of the tales. It cannot be considered as earlier than 12th century A.D., as it contains many maxims in verse which canodelled their characters on those of Gunadhya. njst *%krit Literature,   :      Agastya or Vidyanatha, the author of Balabharata
